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The weather in Germany in November 2020 

Third-sunniest November since 1951 

Offenbach, 30 November 2020 – Persistent influence of high pressure over south-east Europe 
kept central Europe mostly free from low pressure areas, bringing a good 85 hours of sunshine 
and thus delivering the third-sunniest November in Germany since measurements began in 1951. 
This has been announced by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) after an initial analysis of the 
observations from its approximately 2000 measuring stations. November was also significantly 
too warm, as low pressure over the British Isles repeatedly sent mild air from a south-westerly 
direction to Germany. At the same time, the month happened to be far too dry.  

Mainly mild, with lower temperatures only at the end of the month 

The average temperature in November was 6.0 degrees Celsius (°C), which is 2 °C above the 
average of the international standard reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the warmer 
1981–2010 reference period, the deviation was 1.6 °C above normal. At the beginning of the 
month, unusually high day and night temperatures were recorded mainly in the south-west. On 
1/2 November, the overnight temperatures did not drop below 15 °C in many places while several 
temperature records were beaten during the day. For instance, on 2 November, the nationwide 
highest temperature of 24.0 °C was recorded in Bad Dürkheim at the edge of the Palatinate 
Forest. High pressure led to dense fog or low stratus especially in river valleys and caused large 
temperature differences in comparison to other, sunny regions. At the beginning of the last third 
of the month, ex-hurricane “Eta” caused a change in the weather regime, putting an end to the 
unseasonably mild temperatures that had persisted for several weeks. On 30 November, the 
nationwide coldest temperature of -9.2 °C was registered in Bad Königshofen north-west of 
Bamberg.  

Nationwide far too dry, with shgaort stormy periods in the north and west 

For the third time in a row, precipitation in November remained below the normal of 66 litres per 
square metre (l/m²). With just under 20 l/m², this month reached only 32 per cent of the long-term 
average, which makes it one of the driest Novembers since measurements began in 1881. Some 
places in the Thuringian Basin, on the leeward slope of the Harz Mountains, as well as in Lower 
and Upper Lusatia received less than 5 l/m² of precipitation. Towards the middle of the month, 
deep low “Roswitha” and ex-hurricane “Eta” brought gale-force and occasionally hurricane-force 
gusts to the north and west of Germany. Around 20 November, a thin blanket of snow briefly 
reached down into the Alpine foreland. Most precipitation fell over the Black Forest, with some 
places receiving up to 80 l/m². The nationwide highest daily total was also recorded there, with 
37.1 l/m² in Baiersbronn-Mitteltal on 1 November.  
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Third-sunniest November since 1951 

Sunshine in November amounted to a good 85 hours, 57 per cent above the normal of 54 hours. 
This makes November 2020 the third-sunniest since measurements began in 1951, after 1989 
(100 hours) and 2011 (99 hours). The sun could be seen most often in the Allgäu and in the 
southern part of the Black Forest, where some places benefited from approx. 140 hours of 
sunshine. Parts of Western Pomerania, however, only received just under 45 hours. 

 

All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the 
last day of the month are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's network of 
stations were not yet available at the time of publication. 
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