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The weather in Germany in autumn 2020 

One of the warmest autumns, too dry and with plenty of sunshine 

Offenbach, 30 November 2020 – In the autumn of 2020, many high-pressure areas often brought 
mild or moderately warm air to Germany. Only in October, the weather was changeable. Due to 
low-pressure areas, the weather was dominated by little sunshine, abundant precipitation and 
alternating mild and cool temperatures. It was not till the end of November that temperatures 
around zero and widespread night frosts signalled the beginning of winter. Overall, the autumn 
of 2020 was the fourth-warmest in Germany since 1881 with an average temperature of 
10.3 degrees Celsius (°C), after 2006 (12.0 °C), 2012 (11.1 °C) and 1982 (10.4 °C). At the same 
time, the season was too dry and fairly sunny. This has been announced by the Deutscher 
Wetterdienst (DWD) after an initial analysis of the observations from its approximately 
2000 measuring stations.  

Warm until November, with cooler temperatures only at the end of this month 

The average temperature in autumn was 10.3 °C, which is 1.5 °C above the average of the 
international standard reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the warmer 1981–2010 
reference period, the deviation was 1.3 °C above normal. The first half of September was 
dominated by late summer warmth, with maximum temperatures well above 30 °C in the middle 
of the month. On 15th September, 34.8 °C were recorded in Trier-Petersberg, a temperature 
usually occurring in high summer. Only in the second third of October, there was a period of fairly 
cool weather with light night frosts in some places. At the beginning of November, unusually high 
day and night temperatures were recorded mainly in the south-west. During the last third of 
November, ex-hurricane “Eta” put an end to the unseasonably mild temperatures. The nationwide 
lowest autumn temperature of -9.2 °C was recorded in Bad Königshofen on 30 November.  

Far too dry for the most part, with above-average precipitation only in October 

With approximately 150 litres per square metre (l/m²), i.e. 82 per cent of the normal, precipitation 
during this autumn fell well short of its long-term average of 183 l/m². Under the influence of high 
pressure, September was mainly dry, but low-pressure areas at the end of the month brought 
extensive precipitation leading to the first snow cover in the low mountain ranges. The nationwide 
highest daily total of 107.0 l/m² was recorded in Baiersbronn-Ruhestein north-west of 
Freudenstadt on 26 September. In mid-October, extensions of low “Gisela” brought the long-
awaited abundant precipitation to eastern parts of the country, too. Persistent influence of high 
pressure caused the fifth-driest November since measurements began in 1881 During the whole 
of this autumn, the largest amounts of precipitation (up to 480 l/m²) fell along the edges of the 
Alps and over the Black Forest, while areas in the middle of Germany received the least 
amounts.  
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Plenty of sunshine mainly in November  

There were about 365 hours of sunshine, which is 15 per cent more than the long-term average 
of 311 hours. The sun could be seen most often in the most southern parts as well as in the 
Leipzig Basin, where some places benefited from more than 450 hours of sunshine. In contrast, 
the most northern parts of Germany received relatively little sunshine with sometimes less than 
270 hours. 

 

All the seasonal values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the 
last day of the season are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's network 
of stations were not yet available at the time of publication. 
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