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The weather in Germany in May 2020 
Slightly too cool, very dry and sunny May 
 
Offenbach, 30 May 2020 – In May 2020, northern and eastern Germany were 
often exposed to fresh and breezy sea air with only a few occasional showers. 
The south was repeatedly affected by troughs bringing heavy precipitation as 
well as warm and cool air in alternation. The west was mainly under the 
influence of high pressure, resulting in dry weather and lots of sunshine. Due to 
this threefold division, the weather in May was overall slightly too cool, 
significantly too dry and very sunny, with a few severe thunderstorms, heavy 
rain, hail and gale-force gusts. This has been announced by the Deutscher 
Wetterdienst (DWD) after an initial analysis of the observations from its 
approximately 2000 measuring stations.  
 
Significant drop in temperature on the ‘Ice Saints’ Days’ in mid-May, 
otherwise rather cool 
 
The average temperature in May was 11.9 degrees Celsius (°C), which is 0.2 
°C below the average of the international standard reference period 1961–1990. 
Compared to the warmer 1981–2010 reference period, the deviation was as 
much as 1.1 °C below normal. May began relatively cool; however, towards the 
end of the first ten days of the month, south-western Germany saw an influx of 
warm air from the subtropics. On 11 May, which, according to tradition, is 
dedicated to ‘Ice Saint’ St Mamertus and often marks the beginning of a series 
of cold days, there was a massive drop in temperature. Many DWD stations 
reported temperatures up to 20 °C lower than measured at the same time of 
day on the day before. The lowest monthly temperature of  5.1 °C was 
measured in the morning of 12 May in Neuhaus am Rennweg in the Thuringian 
Forest. One week later, high-pressure area ‘Quirinius’ brought a few summer 
days with temperatures over 25 °C to Germany, especially to the south-west 
and the west. The nationwide highest monthly temperature of 29.4 °C was 
recorded in Lingen in the Emsland on 21 May. Nonetheless, May also saw an 
unseasonably high number of frost days.  
 
Persistent drought in the west, significantly more precipitation in the 
south 
 
While precipitation had been slightly above normal in May 2019, the monthly 
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precipitation this year, about 40 litres per square metre (l/m2), remained 
significantly below the long-term average of 71 l/m². The merry month of May 
brought consistent drought mainly to the west, where in some places less than 
10 l/m2 were recorded and more forest fires occurred. Areas right at the edge of 
the Alps, however, saw more than 150 l/m² of precipitation. Occasional heavy 
thunderstorms caused localised serious damage in the first and last third of the 
month and an air mass boundary that had established itself right over the 
middle of Germany led to prolonged precipitation on 11 May. The nationwide 
maximum daily total of 77.2 l/m2 was registered in Mespelbrunn in the 
Spessart.  
 
Sunshine hours slightly above average 
 
There were about 230 hours of sunshine, 14 per cent more than the long-term 
average of 202 hours. With more than 295 hours in some parts, the sun 
especially favoured the extreme south-west, whereas a few locations in 
southern and eastern Bavaria only recorded about 165 sunshine hours.  

All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The 
data used for the last three days of the month are based on forecasts. Some of 
the measurements from DWD's network of stations were not yet available at the 
time of publication. 
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