
 

 
1/2 

The weather in Germany in 2019 
 
Third warmest year since 1881 – Low precipitation and very sunny 

 
Offenbach, 30 December 2019 – As has been the case for most of the previous years, 
2019 in Germany was again too dry, with more sunshine than usual and, above all, 
much too warm. It was the third warmest year since regular measurements first began 
in 1881. This is what the initial analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data 
from its around 2,000 weather stations shows. 
 
The year began with high levels of precipitation in January. Clouds accumulated along 
the northern edges of the mountains, resulting in quantities of snow that had been 
expected for a long time. February, by contrast, was the sunniest month since 
measurements began and, with its very high temperatures, was almost spring-like so 
early in the year. A series of severe storms swept over the country in March, only to be 
replaced in April by an early taste of summer due to dry and frequently very warm 
weather. May was completely different: after 13 months in succession that were too 
warm, May was very cool and wet. However, this was followed by the warmest and 
sunniest June since measurements began. This marked the start of another extremely 
hot and dry summer that was warmer than any previous summer. Rivers ran dry and 
even the forests suffered because of the extreme drought. September saw the start of 
a period with more precipitation, which – with brief interruptions – continued until 
Christmas, thus gradually ending the drought. 
 
In July there was an extreme heatwave with over 40 degrees on three successive 
days. 
The average temperature in 2019 was 10.2 degrees Celsius (°C), which is 2.0 degrees 
higher than the figure for the international reference period 1961–1990. Looking at the 
comparative period 1981–2010, the deviation was 1.3 degrees above normal. 
Following on from 2018 (10.5 °C) and 2014 (10.3 °C), this makes 2019 one of the three 
warmest years since regular measurements were started in 1881. This can be 
attributed to eleven months that were too warm and to the extreme heat at the end of 
July, when the temperature climbed to 40.0 °C or above at 23 measuring sites. The 
highest temperature was recorded during this period on 25 July in Lingen in the 
Emsland, setting a new German record of 42.6 °C. Deutschneudorf-Brüderwiese 
reported the coldest temperature of -18.6 °C on 21 January. 
 
Yet again not enough precipitation 
With around 730 litres per square metre (l/m2), precipitation in 2019 was only 93 per 
cent of the long-term average of 789 l/m2. The least precipitation was recorded from the 
Thuringian Basin to the Leipzig Basin, with some places only receiving around 
350 l/m². Most rain and snow fell in the Allgäu with up to 2,450 l/m². The highest daily 
precipitation figure of 138.9 l/m² was recorded on 28 July in Kreuth-Glashütte near Bad 
Tölz. The deepest covering of snow, apart from on mountain summits, was 240 cm 
measured on 13 January in Anger-Stoißberg near Bad Reichenhall. 
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Total sunshine significantly above average 
At around 1800 hours of sunshine, it was 18 per cent sunnier than the usual 
1,544 hours. With around 2,120 hours, the sun shone most along the High Rhine; the 
northern part of Germany and the Sauerland saw least sunshine with less than 
1,500 hours in places. 
 

All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data 
used for the last three days of the month are based on forecasts. Some of the 
measurements from DWD's network of stations were not yet available at the time of 
publication. 

 


