
 

 
1/2 

The weather in Germany in December 2019 
 
Very sunny, mild and generally not much like winter 
 
Offenbach, 30 December 2019 – In December 2019, high pressure only influenced the 
weather in Germany at the start and end of the month; low-pressure areas dominated 
at other times. These low-pressure areas brought significant precipitation to the south-
west, whereas they were weakened when they reached all other regions, where in-
stead sunny conditions frequently prevailed. Inflows of mostly mild and, in some cases, 
unusually mild air arrived so, once again this year, most people did not see their wish 
for a white Christmas fulfilled. Overall, December did not see much precipitation, was 
very sunny and much too mild. This is what the initial analysis by the Deutscher Wet-
terdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations shows.  
 
December much too mild 
The average temperature in December was 3.7 degrees Celsius (°C), which is 
2.9 degrees higher than the figure for the international reference period 1961–1990. 
Looking at the comparative period 1981–2010, the deviation was 2.5 degrees above 
normal. This made December 2019 one of the ten warmest since measurements first 
began in 1881. Since 2000, sixteen Decembers have been too mild, compared with 
four cold Decembers. This year, Germany was mainly influenced by mild air masses 
from the south-west. On 16 December, the flow turned to the south, bringing even 
warmer air. Additional foehn effects at the northern edges of some low mountain rang-
es and, in particular, the Alps brought temperatures to an unusual 15 °C and above just 
a few days before Christmas. During this period, Piding, to the north-east of Bad 
Reichenhall, reported 20.2 °C on 20 December, the highest temperature of the month 
nationwide. Cold air determined the weather on a few days only: the lowest tempera-
ture recorded by the DWD was -13.1 °C on 12 December in Oberstdorf.  
 
Mostly dry in spite of the prevailing low air pressure 
With around 60 litres per square metre (l/m²), precipitation in December was 
17 per cent below the long-term average of 70 l/m². Although low-pressure areas and 
their extensions passed over Germany very frequently, they became very much weaker 
as they moved eastwards. Consequently, average or above-average precipitation only 
fell in the south-west. The Saarland reached 150 % of its long-term average. Most rain 
and snow fell in the Black Forest with some places recording up to 305 l/m². Baiers-
bronn-Mitteltal reported the highest daily precipitation figure of 49.1 l/m² on 
13 December. The rest of the country, in contrast, remained too dry. During this time, 
only just over 10 l/m² fell on the leeward side of the Harz Mountains. It was only at the 
start of the second third of the month that snow fell in low-lying areas. Otherwise, snow 
was a rarity. Instead, storms on 14 December in Rhineland-Palatinate and on 
15 December in Schleswig-Holstein, in particular, caused damage.  
 
A sunny December 
With just under 60 hours, December sunshine was at 150 per cent of its long-term av-
erage of 38 hours. This made December 2019 one of the ten sunniest since such 
measurements were first taken in 1951. The most sunshine was recorded in the middle 
Neckar region, with some areas receiving more than 100 hours. Some areas of 
Schleswig-Holstein, however, barely saw 30 hours of sunshine. 
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All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data 
used for the last three days of the month are based on forecasts. Some of the meas-
urements from DWD's network of stations were not yet available at the time of publica-
tion. 
  


