
 

The weather in Germany in May 2019 
After thirteen warm months in succession, the first month with a below-average temperature 
 
Offenbach, 29 May 2019 – Although summer had once again made a brief, early appearance in April, the 
weather took a completely different direction in May. During the first half of the month, in particular, 
cool air repeatedly arrived from the north and north-west. The accompanying high pressure brought 
sunny weather on some days yet there were again widespread night-time frosts. At other times, low-
pressure areas brought significant precipitation, particularly in the south, which briefly fell as snow, 
even in lowland areas. All in all, May was the first month with below-average temperatures after thir-
teen months that were too warm. May was wet and with less sunshine than normal. This is what the 
initial analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations 
shows.  
 
Too cool for the first time in thirteen months (since March 2018) 
At 10.9 degrees Celsius (°C), the average temperature in May was 1.2 degrees lower than the interna-
tional reference value 1961–1990, which makes it the first month with a below-average temperature 
since March 2018. Looking at the comparative period 1981–2010, the deviation was 2.1 degrees below 
normal. The first half of the month, in particular, was unusually cool. In many places, it was 5 degrees 
below the long-term average. Maximum temperatures were frequently below 15 °C. Frost was wide-
spread on clear nights, inhibiting the growth of vegetation that was already well advanced. The mercury 
fell to its lowest point nationwide on 7 May in Oberstdorf, where –5.4 °C was recorded. Although tem-
peratures were substantially higher during the second half of the month, they did not attain the level of 
the previous month. Whereas Kahl to the north-west of Aschaffenburg, Waghäusel-Kirrlach to the 
south-east of Speyer and Worms on the River Rhine all recorded six summer days (>25 °C) each in April, 
there were none in May. The maximum temperature during the month was only 27.6 °C, measured on 
the 19th in Lingen in the Emsland. 
 
Significant rainfall in the south, the north-west stayed dry 
With a good 80 litres per square metre (l/m²), rainfall in May 2019 was 16 per cent above the normal of 
71 l/m². After very little rainfall in April, the severe drought feared was temporarily averted. North-
western Germany, in particular, was not affected by the low-pressure areas in May and only 10 l/m² of 
rain fell in some places in the Emsland. The low-pressure areas brought plenty of welcome rain to the 
majority of other regions. The rain even turned into snow on 4 and 5 May, briefly covering some re-
gions, including some lowland areas, in white. From 19 to 21 May, the low-pressure system 'Axel' 
brought huge quantities of precipitation that fell over large areas, initially during violent thunderstorms 
and later as a result of continuous rain. In Jachenau-Tannern near Bad Tölz, 231.4 l/m² fell over a 72-
hour period. The edge of the Alps also saw most precipitation with some areas receiving over 400 l/m².  
 
Below-average sunshine 
At around 175 hours, sunshine was ten per cent below the normal 196 hours. The areas enjoying most 
sunshine were the North and Baltic Sea coasts, with some areas receiving more than 225 hours. In 
southern Bavaria some places recorded less than 120 hours. 
 
All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the last three 
days of the month are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's network of stations 
were not yet available at the time of publication. 
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