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The weather in Germany in September 2018 
Initially hot, dry and sunny again, then storms and cooler 

Offenbach, 28 September 2018 – The very hot and exceptionally long summer of 2018 only 
came to an end in the last third of September after severe autumn storms. However, before this, 
a further series of high-pressure areas in the first two thirds of the month brought very high tem-
peratures, plenty of sunshine and a continuation of the extreme drought. This is what the initial 
analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations 
shows. 
 
The weather of high summer followed by abrupt cooling in the last third of September 
 
The average temperature in September was 15.1 degrees Celsius (°C), which was 1.8 degrees 
warmer than the figure for the international reference period 1961–1990. Looking at the com-
parative period 1981–2010, the deviation was 1.6 degrees above normal. The high-summer 
weather that had continued with just a few short breaks since mid-April lasted into September. 
Germany was frequently exposed to very warm air masses and experienced a high point on 
18 September as the leading edge of ex-hurricane 'Helene' pushed hot air far into northern 
Germany. Even Hamburg and some places in Schleswig-Holstein reported temperatures in 
excess of 30 °C. At some stations, temperature records for September were broken. The high-
est mercury readings of 33.1 °C were obtained in the Wahn district of Cologne and Pabstorf 
near Magdeburg. At the start of the last third of September, the weather of high summer came 
to an abrupt end. At times, the daily maximum temperatures over large areas barely reached 
15 °C and the first night frosts were recorded, particularly in south-eastern Germany. On 
26 September, for instance, the temperature in Deutschneudorf-Brüderwiese in the Ore Moun-
tains was just -4.1 °C. 
 
Storm cyclones finally bring the long-awaited rain 
 
At around 45 litres per square metre (l/m²), precipitation in September was again less 
(-28 per cent) than the long-term average of 61 l/m². Isolated thunderstorms – such as on 
6 September in Calw, to the south of Pforzheim, when total precipitation of 67.7 l/m² was rec-
orded – only provided some places with relief from the severe drought experienced during the 
first two thirds of the month. Germany remained as dry as dust. The level of some rivers fell to 
record lows and many deciduous woods looked like they would in early November. Yet again, 
there were numerous forest and wild fires, such as on 3 September near Meppen and on 
19 September near Offenbach. It was not until the low pressure areas 'Elena' on 21 September 
and 'Fabienne' on 23 September swept over Germany, in some cases with hurricane-force 
gusts, that the drought came to an end in nearly all areas. With some areas of the extreme 
north-east receiving less than 15 l/m² of rain, this was the driest part of the country; most rain 
fell on the edge of the Alps and in the Vogelsberg, where more than 150 l/m² were recorded in 
places. 
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September 2018 among the five sunniest since measurements began 
 
At 205 hours, the normal sunshine value of 149 hours was exceeded by around 38 per cent. 
This made September 2018 one of the five sunniest since such measurements first began in 
1951. The south-west saw most sunshine with up to 250 hours, with several new monthly rec-
ords set there. Schleswig-Holstein saw the least sunshine, with some places barely receiving 
140 hours. 

All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the 
last three days of the month are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's 
network of stations were not yet available at the time of publication. 


