
 

The weather in Germany in August 2018 
Yet another record month with high temperatures and little rain 
  
Offenbach, 30 August 2018 – August 2018 was another month in the sequence of extremely 
warm, excessively dry and unusually sunny months that began in April 2018. This made the 
period April to August 2018 the warmest, sunniest and also one of the driest since regular 
measurements first started. In many places, there were new station records. The effects for 
nature and agriculture were catastrophic in many regions. This is what the initial analysis by the 
Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations shows.  
 
August 2018 is one of the three warmest since measurements started in 1881 
 
At around 20.0 degrees Celsius (°C), the average temperature in August was 3.5 degrees high-
er than for the international reference period 1961-1990. Looking at the comparative period 
1981–2010, the deviation was 2.5 degrees above normal. This made August 2018 one of the 
three warmest August months since measurements began in 1881– on a par with 2015 but not 
as warm as 2003. August started with a continuation of the extreme heat experienced at the 
end of July. Darmstadt and Bernburg an der Saale recorded five days with temperatures above 
35 °C. During that period, the hottest place was Langenlipsdorf, to the east of Wittenberg, 
where the mercury rose to 38.4 °C on 8 August. Although temperatures were slightly lower from 
10 August onwards, Kitzingen still recorded a total of 18 days with temperatures higher than 
30 °C. As a result, the number of "hot" days in this town in the Mainfranken area rose to 46 in 
2018. It was not until the end of the month that cooler air appeared, giving more pleasant days 
and fresh autumnal air at night. Meßstetten on the Swabian Alb saw the first mild frost with 
-0.1 °C recorded as early as 26 August.  
 
Extremely dry in most areas, adequate rainfall only in the extreme north and south 
 
With around 40 litres per square metre (l/m²), nationwide precipitation in August was just 
54 per cent of the long-term average of 77 l/m². Only the extreme north and south received ad-
equate precipitation in August: some places in Upper Bavaria saw precipitation of more than 
200 l/m². Exceptions were a few local thunderstorms with much rainfall, such as on 2 August in 
Genthin, to the north-east of Magdeburg, where 105 l/m² was recorded, and on 7 August in 
Amöneburg-Rüdigheim, to the east of Marburg, where the figure was 119 l/m².  
Elsewhere in Germany, however, the extreme drought prevailed. In some places to the north of 
Nuremberg, precipitation over the whole month was even less than one litre. The drought did 
not only manifest itself in drought-ravaged pasture and arable fields, causing crop losses run-
ning into billions of euros, but it also dried up rivers and caused devastating forest fires, destroy-
ing buildings near Siegburg on 7 August and over 200 hectares of forest to the south of Pots-
dam on 23 August. 
 
August 2018 among the five sunniest since measurements began in 1951 
 
With around 250 hours of sunshine nationwide, August 2018 saw 27 per cent more sunshine 
than the normal 197 hours, putting it among the five sunniest since measurement began in 
1951. Top position is still taken by August 2003, when 277 hours were recorded. This year, 
Lower Bavaria saw most sunshine with up to 300 hours, whereas sunshine in western and 
northern Germany was less than 200 hours in some places. 
 
All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the last two 
days of the month are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's network of stations 
were not yet available at the time of publication. 
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