
 

The weather in Germany in March 2018 
 
Overall a cold March – snow again in the north and east 
 
Offenbach, 29 March 2018 – At the start of the month, Germany was under the influence of a generally dry 
but very cold easterly flow. Hardly any low pressure systems arrived from the Atlantic in the west. The start 
of the second third of the month temporarily showed some tentative signs of spring before a high pressure 
system moving south from the Arctic again brought very wintry conditions on an icy north-easterly wind. 
During the last ten days of the month, the high pressure moved away and was replaced by low pressure 
areas bringing milder, moister air from the west. Overall, March was cold and somewhat too dry with al-
most balanced sunshine. This is what the initial analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data 
from its around 2,000 weather stations shows.  
 
Two notable cold spells separated by a brief spring-like period 
 
At 2.5 degrees Celsius (°C), the average temperature in March was 1.0 degree lower than for the interna-
tional reference period 1961-1990. Looking at the comparative period 1981–2010, the deviation was as 
much as 1.8 degrees less than normal. The north-east was particularly cold during the first days of the 
month, with the lowest figure nationwide of -19.2 °C recorded Barth, to the west of Stralsund, on 2 March. 
On the same day, Western Pomerania saw maximum temperatures of only -7 °C. In contrast, the second 
ten days of the month started with a taste of spring. On 11 March, the mercury rose to over 15 °C in many 
places. At 20.3 °C, the highest temperature during the month was measured in Olbersleben, to the north of 
Weimar. Then, from 16 March onwards, an abrupt cold snap again brought wintry conditions from the 
north-east. On 17 and 18 March, the daily maximum temperatures in some places, but particularly in cen-
tral Germany, were well below zero. The lowest temperature in Deutschneudorf-Brüderwiese in the Ore 
Mountains during the night of 18/19 March was -17.1 °C. Some spring flowers that had started to emerge 
as early as January were still in bloom during the last ten days of March.  
 
Too dry overall – significant quantities of snow in the north 
  
With around 50 litres per square metre (l/m²), precipitation during the month was eleven per cent below the 
normal figure of 57 l/m². Periods of extremely wintry conditions were a key feature of March 2018 and 
some areas were covered with an impressively thick blanket of snow. On 1 March, for instance, impressive 
white snowdrifts 40 cm high accumulated at Eggebek, to the south of Flensburg, as a result of the 'lake 
effect' of the Baltic Sea. Even in Quedlinburg, which is normally one of the driest places anywhere in the 
country, snow 20 cm deep was measured on 17 March. Especially in central Germany, the strong north-
easterly wind on 17 and 18 March produced metre-high snowdrifts in some places. Most precipitation 
overall fell in the Black Forest, where more than 110 l/m2 was recorded in some places. Baiersbronn-
Ruhestein, for instance, reported the highest daily amount of 33.4 l/m² on 13 March.  
 
Amount of sunshine balanced 
  
At around 110 hours, the sunshine duration in March was just short of the long-term average of 111 hours. 
A stretch of land from the Leipzig Basin and continuing to Mecklenburg via the northern foothills of the 
Harz Mountains saw the most sunshine, with up to 145 hours being recorded. In contrast, some places in 
the northern part of Schleswig-Holstein received the least sunshine with only around 85 hours. 
 
Alle in dieser Pressemitteilung genannten Monatswerte sind vorläufige Werte. Die für die letzten drei Tage 
des Monats verwendeten Daten basieren auf Prognosen. Bis Redaktionsschluss standen nicht alle Mes-
sungen des Stationsnetzes des DWD zur Verfügung. 
 
Hinweis: Die bundesweiten Spitzenreiter bei Temperatur, Niederschlag und Sonnenscheindauer finden Sie 
jeweils am zweiten Tag des Folgemonats als „Thema des Tages“ unter www.dwd.de.   
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