
 

The weather in Germany in the winter 2017/2018 
 
A mild and sunny winter with plenty of precipitation and an icy finale 
 
Offenbach, 27 February 2018 – The westerly air flow pattern that had started in autumn and 
brought mainly mild and moist air to Germany also continued in December and January. Low 
pressure areas repeatedly brought significant precipitation, little sunshine and hardly any night-
time frosts. February was then completely different: high pressure areas over northern and 
eastern Europe determined the weather in central Europe. Rain and snow were rare, sunshine 
was more frequent and it became frosty on clear nights. Overall, this resulted in a mild winter 
with much precipitation and sunshine. This is what the initial analysis by the Deutscher Wetter-
dienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations shows.  
 
Predominantly mild, frequent night-time frosts in February, finally very cold again 
 
In winter 2017/18, the average temperature in Germany was 1.6 degrees Celsius (°C), i.e. 
1.4 degrees higher than the average for the international reference period 1961–1990. Com-
pared to the reference period 1981–2010, the difference was +0.7 degrees. December and 
January saw very little frost because it was frequently cloudy. As a consequence, the mercury in 
places such as in Duisburg-Baerl only fell below freezing on just four days in total. The highest 
temperature nationwide during the winter was recorded in Rheinfelden am Hochrein, where 
16.2 °C was recorded on 3 January 2018. February, in contrast, saw numerous clear nights and 
in places such as Gießen, Berlin-Kaniswall and Chemnitz there was not a single frost-free night. 
The mercury plunged to the lowest temperature on 14 February in Oberstdorf, where -20.3 °C 
was measured. At the end of February, a wave of ice-cold air from eastern and north-eastern 
Europe did eventually make its way to us after all. This brought continuous frost to the whole of 
Germany and double-digit minus temperatures were widespread. 
  
Much precipitation in December and January, but little precipitation in February 
   
With around 195 litres per square metre (l/m2), the precipitation during the winter was 
nine per cent higher than the normal of 181 l/m2. The high precipitation in November 2017 also 
continued in December and January. St. Blasien-Menzenschwand in the Black Forest saw a 
total precipitation of 841 l/m² for these two months and as much as 920 l/m² for the whole win-
ter. Precipitation at such levels is equivalent to the average for the year in places such as Ko-
blenz. Severe storms also accompanied the frequent rain and snowfall, as was the case on 
3 and 18 January. The winter from the northern foothills of the Harz Mountains to the Thuringian 
basin was relatively dry, with some places receiving less than 65 l/m². In December and Febru-
ary, precipitation at times fell as snow even in lowland areas, but generally disappeared again 
after a short time.   
 
Plenty of sunshine in the south 
 
December and January were very dull overall, whereas people in Germany experienced an 
unusually sunny February. The normal figure of 154 hours was exceeded by the final figure of 
170 hours. Southern Brandenburg saw most sunshine, with some places recording more than 
230 hours. Areas with very little sunshine were the Thuringian Forest and the Harz Mountains, 
with some places only seeing around 100 hours in total over the whole winter.  
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