
 

The weather in Germany in January 2018 
 
3.8 degrees Celsius on average – sixth warmest January in Germany since 1881 
 
Offenbach, 30 January 2018 – January 2018 was much too warm with copious amounts of 
rain. It was less sunny than usual. As in November and December 2017, low pressure sys-
tems dominated the weather in January. Some of them again developed into massive 
storm cyclones, which brought an unusually long period of mild weather to western and 
southern Germany and extreme precipitation to the south-west. Only the north-east was 
influenced by high pressure systems at times with colder and drier air. This is what the ini-
tial analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather 
stations shows. 
 
January was 4.3 degrees too warm and some areas completely free of frost 
 
January 2018 in Germany was not much like winter. Quite the reverse: at 3.8 degrees Cel-
sius (°C), the temperature was 4.3 degrees warmer than the average over the international 
reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the warmer 1981–2010 period, the deviation 
was +3.4 degrees. This makes it the sixth warmest January since nationwide temperature 
measurements started in 1881. The length of the mild period was exceptional in the south 
and west. A large part of North Rhine-Westphalia to the west of the Rhine and north of the 
Eifel Mountains was free of frost for the whole month. The warmest place recorded by the 
DWD was Rheinfelden on the High Rhine. On 3 January, the mercury rose to 16.2 °C. Sig-
nificantly lower temperatures were recorded in the north-east. Continuous frost was present 
there on many days. The lowest temperature in Germany was recorded in Deutschneudorf-
Brüderwiese in the Ore Mountains on 21 January (-13.0 °C). 
 
Unusually high precipitation in the south-west – damage from storms 
 
With around 100 litres per square metre (l/m2), precipitation in January was 168 per cent of 
the long-term average of 61 l/m2. Unusually large amounts fell in the south-west. More than 
500 l/m² were recorded in some places in the southern Black Forest. At St. Blasien-
Menzenschwand, 233 l/m² were reported between 1 and 5 January, with 127 l/m² regis-
tered on 4 January alone. The start of the last ten days of the month saw cold wet air ar-
rive, bringing heavy snowfalls to some areas. On 21 January, Moringen-Lutterbeck to the 
north of Göttingen was covered with a blanket of 25 cm of snow and the depth of snow in 
Balderschwang in the Allgäu was 125 cm. This was followed by a rapid thaw and, as had 
already been the case on 5 January, many rivers were flooded, particularly in southern 
Germany. Considerable damage was caused by the storm cyclones 'Burglind' on 3 January 
and 'Friederike' on 18 January which brought even more damage. 'Friederike' caused the 
death of eight people and the railway system throughout Germany was halted. 
 
Very little sunshine in January 
 
At around 35 hours, sunshine was around 20 per cent lower than the average of 44 hours. 
The area between Lake Constance and Lake Starnberg saw most sunshine with over 
80 hours in some places. The least sunshine was recorded in the areas extending from the 
Franconian Forest to the Upper Palatinate Forest and in the Sauerland, where barely more 
than 10 hours were experienced. 
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