
 

The weather in Germany in 2017 
Once again, a very warm year, unsettled and often extreme 
 
Offenbach, 29 December 2017 – In 2017, temperatures in Germany were again significantly 
warmer than the long-term climate average. It has only been too cold twice in the last 30 years. 
Furthermore, precipitation and sunshine was slightly higher than normal. This is what the initial 
analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations 
shows. 
 
Over the course of the year, weather conditions were often very unsettled but occasionally also 
took on extreme proportions. January began with some severe night frosts that caused many 
bodies of water to freeze. In February, winter already appeared to be in retreat: not a single 
snow flake fell over large swathes of lowland. March this year was even the warmest March 
month since records began in 1881. April saw an abrupt cold snap which brought below-zero 
temperatures and had a catastrophic effect on the crops that were already well advanced. The 
weather at the start of May was wet and cool yet the first heat wave had already arrived by the 
end of the month. The summer was very hot in the south and rather cool in the north. Drought 
prevailed in early summer, contrasting with the large quantities of rain that often fell in July and 
August. September, too, was wet and also somewhat too cool. Then October was one of the 
warmest since 1881. The hurricane-force storms 'Xavier' and 'Herwart' caused loss of life and 
considerable damage. Early November saw the start of a fairly long period of precipitation with 
just a few dry days until the end of the year. Occasionally, some snow fell during the weeks 
leading up to Christmas, even in lowland areas, although each time it quickly melted away in the 
thaw.  
 
2017 among the eight warmest years since measurements first began in 1881 
 
At 9.6 degrees Celsius (°C), the temperature in 2017 was 1.4 degrees higher than the average 
over the international reference period 1961–1990. With reference to the more recent compara-
tive period 1981–2010, the difference was +0.7 degrees. This puts 2017 among the eight 
warmest years since temperatures were first routinely measured in 1881. The mercury climbed 
to its highest level on 22 June when the temperature of 37.2 °C was recorded in Trier-
Petrisberg. At -26.3 °C, Reit im Winkl reported the coldest night on 7 January. 
 
Amounts of precipitation adequate – much precipitation on the edge of the Alps 
 
With around 850 litres per square metre (l/m2), 2017 exceeded the average precipitation of 
789 l/m2 by eight per cent. The highest rainfall in a 24-hour period was recorded at Berlin-Tegel, 
where 196.9 l/m² fell on 29 June. On 25 July, 163 l/m² was reported at the Ecker Dam in the 
Harz Mountains and rainfall from 24 to 26 July was as much as 302 l/m². The northern edge of 
the Alps recorded most rain and snow, with over 2,500 l/m² in places. The driest area was the 
northern Upper Rhine Valley and the south-eastern foothills of the Harz Mountains, where rain-
fall in some places was less than 500 l/m². The deepest covering of snow was 74 cm recorded 
in Reit im Winkl on 16 January. 
 
In spite of a dull end to the year, hours of sunshine just over average 
 
At around 1,595 hours, sunshine in 2017 was four per cent more than the long-term average of 
1,528 hours. With almost 1,980 hours, the sun shone most in the extreme south-west of Ger-
many; with barely 1,200 hours, the Harz Mountains and the Sauerland saw least sunshine. 
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