
 

The weather in Germany in December 2017 
Comparatively mild, much precipitation and very little sunshine in some areas 
 
Offenbach, 29 December 2017 – The prevailing westerly wind, which had already dominated in 
November, also continued in December. This brought generally wet, cold and cloudy weather 
with frequent precipitation. In the mountains, it fell mainly as snow whereas, in lowland areas, it 
snowed only occasionally. During the weeks of Advent, this produced a thick blanket of snow in 
some areas. Christmas then coincided with the arrival of considerably milder air, causing a rapid 
thaw at altitudes below 1,000 metres. Overall, December was relatively mild, with plenty of pre-
cipitation and very little sunshine. This is what the initial analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst 
(DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations shows. 
 
Temperatures generally above zero – a few moderate or sharp frosts 
 
At 2.6 degrees Celsius (°C), the temperature in Germany was 1.8 degrees above the long-term 
average for the international reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the reference period 
1981–2010, the difference was +1.4 degrees. In lowland areas, December 2017 was frequently 
wet and cold. Occasionally, as at the start of the second third of the month, at Christmas and at 
the end of the month, significantly milder air prevailed. On 11 November, the temperature in 
Sigmarszell-Zeisertsweiler, to the east of Lindau, climbed to 14.3 °C, the highest temperature 
nationwide. The cloud cover was frequently dense, with the result that there were only a few 
clear nights and moderate and sharp frosts were rare. Frosts, when they occurred, were often in 
areas with fresh snow cover. In Reit im Winkl, for example, the mercury dropped to -16.2 °C on 
10 December, making it the lowest temperature nationwide during the month.  
 
Much precipitation, plenty of snow in the mountains and no White Christmas outside 
these areas 
 
With around 84 litres per square metre (l/m²), December 2017 saw much more precipitation 
than December 2016, which was extremely dry. This year, precipitation was 119 per cent of the 
long-term average of 70 l/m². In lowland areas, the frequent precipitation fell mainly as rain. 
However, at least the first two Sundays of Advent saw a covering of snow for a time. For in-
stance, 10 cm of snow was reported at Erfurt on 3 December and there was 13 cm at Braun-
schweig on 10 December. However, at higher altitudes in the mountains, precipitation fell large-
ly as snow. On 17 December, Neuhaus am Rennweg reported a snow depth of 63 cm. Once 
again, a thaw set in at Christmas and caused most of the winter wonderland to melt away at 
altitudes below 1000 m. Even on Kahler Asten, what was originally 53 cm of snow had melted to 
just 8 cm by 26 December. This year, at just 25 l/m² or thereabouts, least precipitation was rec-
orded in the Thuringian Basin and the southern part of Saxony-Anhalt, whereas some places in 
the Allgäu saw more than 250 l/m². The highest daily amount was also measured in the Allgäu: 
Balderschwang reported 76.9 l/m² on 14 December. 
 
Unusual lack of sunshine in western Germany 
 
With around 30 hours of sunshine in Germany, the figure for this year’s December was only 
78 per cent of the normal of 38 hours. The most sunshine was recorded in the foothills of the 
Alps, with some places receiving over 70 hours. In contrast, some areas of the Westerwald and 
Sauerland only saw around 5 hours.  
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