
 

The weather in Germany in February 2018 

Exceptionally sunny and dry, frequently with sharp frost 
 
Offenbach, 27 February 2018 – In February, there was a complete change in the weather in 
Europe. High air pressure increasingly built up over northern and eastern Europe, with the result 
that Atlantic low pressure troughs could generally no longer pass freely over central Europe. 
Precipitation in Germany decreased significantly and the sun appeared more often. During the 
day, the sun continued to produce temperatures above freezing in lowland areas, whereas – in 
contrast to January – the clear nights more frequently brought slight to moderate frost, which 
was occasionally also sharper over snow. At the end of February, fresh cold air from the north-
east and east frequently brought double-digit below-zero temperatures. This is what the initial 
analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations 
shows.  
 
Often mild in the sunshine, nights mainly frosty – icy cold at the end of the month 
 
For the first time in a while, after several months that were too warm, the DWD recorded a cold 
month. At -1.7 degrees Celsius (°C), the temperature in February 2018 was 2.1 degrees colder 
than the average for the international reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the reference 
period 1981–2010, the difference was -2.7 degrees. High pressure systems were dominant in 
February, giving mainly clear nights. On 14 February, the mercury plunged to -20.3 °C in Ober-
stdorf. With the exception of the Zugspitze, this was the lowest temperature nationwide during 
the month. During the day, the sun, now higher in the sky, generally drove the temperatures in 
lowland areas above freezing point. Müllheim, to the south-west of Freiburg, was the warmest 
place, with the thermometer registering 11.7 °C on 15 February. Whereas the winter had so far 
failed to materialise in most of Germany, it made a belated appearance during the last days of 
the month, bringing icy cold and widespread continuous frost, often with double-digit minus 
temperatures. 
 
A month with very little precipitation, particularly in the east 
 
With around 20 litres per square metre (l/m²), total precipitation in February was just 36 per cent 
of the long-term average of 49 l/m². Low pressure areas were kept away by the high pressure 
systems over northern and eastern Europe determining the weather or they lost their strength 
over central Europe. As a result, some places between the Spreewald and the Polish border 
only received a few litres of precipitation throughout the entire month. Considerably more rain 
and snow fell in the foothills of the Alps. Yet again, the area in Germany in which most precipita-
tion fell was the Allgäu, with up to 125 l/m². This is where the highest daily amount also fell: 
Balderschwang reported 55 l/m² on 15 February. In February, precipitation in lowland areas 
frequently fell as snow. Generally, this was not sufficient to form a blanket of snow or the snow 
cover was only temporary. In Balderschwang, however, it was still 142 cm deep at times. 
 
An exceptionally sunny month 
 
With approximately 110 hours of sunshine, the normal figure of 73 hours was exceeded by a 
good 50 per cent. This made February 2018 one of the fifth sunniest since measurements first 
began in 1951. With up to 150 hours of sunshine, even older records, mostly from 2003, were 
broken on many occasions from Bremen to Brandenburg, whereas sunshine in some places 
from the Allgäu to the Chiemgau was less than 40 hours. 
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