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DRAFT TEXT SUPPORTING THE DECISIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION –  
FOR INCLUSION IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY OF RA II-16 

REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION 

 

3.1 The Association noted with appreciation the report of the president of RA II which 

provided an overall review and assessment of the major activities of the Association since its 

fifteenth session and expressed satisfaction at the effective manner in which the activities of 

the Association were being undertaken. The president also highlighted the issues that the 

Association would have to address, such as the implementation of the RA II Operating Plan for 

the Enhancement of NMHSs in RA II (Asia) 2016–2019; the future working mechanism of the 

Association; and other priority activities, including the implementation in the Region of the 

high priority activities decided by the Sixteenth Congress (2011) and Seventeenth Congress 

(2015) in the areas of: the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS); implementation of 

the WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) and the WMO Information System 

(WIS); Aeronautical Meteorology; Capacity Development; and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). 

3.2 The Association commended its presidents, Mr Adbulla Mohamed A. Al-Mannai and 

his predecessor Mr Ahmed Abdulla Mohammed (Qatar), for their dedication, enthusiasm and 

initiative with which they had conducted the affairs of the Association, thus contributing to the 

further development of weather, climate and water services in the Region. The Association also 

commended the vice-president, Dr Ghulam Rasul (Pakistan) and his predecessors Dr Qamar-

uz-Zaman Chaudhry and Mr Arif Mahmood Rana (Pakistan) for their valuable contribution to 

the work of the Association and support to the president. It also expressed its appreciation to 

the chairs, coordinators and theme leaders of working groups as well as coordinators and 

members of coordinating groups of pilot projects, who had effectively collaborated in carrying 

out the activities of the Association. 

3.3 The Association extended its appreciation to Members who hosted various regional 

events during the intersessional period and encouraged them to continue to provide the 

necessary support to the activities of the Association. {A list of regional events during the 

period 2012-2016 is given in RA II-16/INF.3.2} 

 

3.4 The Association recognized with satisfaction the following achievements in the 

Region: 

(a) Refinement and implementation of the RA II Operating Plan 2012–2015, and 

development of the RA II Operating Plan 2016–2019 for the Enhancement of 

National Meteorological and Hydrological Services in Regional Association II (Asia) 

based on a survey to identify institutional arrangements, current challenges, and 

future priorities in RA II and subsequent discussion at the sixth Regional Conference 

in RA II in December 2014; 

(b) Implementation of the new working mechanism of the Association for effective 

implementation of the RA II Operating Plan by establishing the Management Group, 

four Working Groups with sub-groups and themes, two Implementation and 

Coordination Teams to handle cross-cutting activities; 

(c) Establishment and implementation of five new Pilot Projects in the areas of: NWP;  

information sharing on climate services; collection and application of Aircraft 

Meteorological Data Relay Data; provision of official weather forecasts for the 

medium-range; and provision of regional severe weather warnings and advisories; 

(d) Implementation of Regional WIGOS and WIS Implementation Plans in RA II, 

particularly progress on WIS implementation through operational services at three 
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GISCs and trial operations at three conditionally designated GISCs, and an 

agreement on the preliminary list of principal GISCs. 

3.5 The Arab Council of Ministers responsible for Meteorology and Climate was 

established for the enhancement of subregional cooperation and its first meeting for the 

Ministers was held in conjunction with the Arab Forum on Meteorology and Climate and the 

Permanent Arab Committee for Meteorology (PCM) meeting in May 2016 in the United Arab 

Emirates. 

3.6 The Association noted that specific challenges for RA II, among others, are 

inadequacies of climate services, lack of qualified personnel, need for ongoing competency 

assessments and implementation of a quality management system, lack of NWP guidance 

material for improving service delivery, and inadequate infrastructure capabilities to deliver 

end-to-end multi-hazard early warning systems to support DRR. In this respect, the 

Association requested the Secretary-General and Members to give high priority to these 

subjects in order to be able to address future challenges of the Region. 

3.7 The Association was pleased to note that the Regional Office for Asia and the South-

West Pacific, located in Geneva, and the WMO Office for West Asia, located in Bahrain, have 

played an important role in various regional activities including the support for the president. 
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PROGRESS REPORT FOR INFORMATION –  
NOT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE GENERAL SUMMARY 

 

SUMARY OF THE REPORT BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCATION 

 

Introduction 

 

1. This report covers the period from the fifteenth session of the Association to 

January 2017. 

 

Members of the Association 

 

2. The number of Members of the Association has remained at 35. 

 

Officers of the Association 

 

3. Mr Adbulla Mohamed A. Al-Mannai and his predecessor Mr Ahmed Abdulla Mohammed 

(Qatar) and Dr Ghulam Rasul (Pakistan) and his predecessors Dr Qamar-uz-Zaman Chaudhry 

and Mr Arif Mahmood Rana (Pakistan) served as president and vice-president of the 

Association, respectively, for the dedication, enthusiasm and initiative with which he had 

conducted the affairs of the Association, thus contributing to the further development of 

weather, climate and water services in the Region.  

 

Subsidiary bodies of the Association 

 

4. At its fifteenth session, the Association established the Management Group, four 

Working Groups and two Implementation Coordination Team on: Working Group on Weather 

Services (WG-WS); Working Group on Climate Services (WGCS); Working Group on 

Hydrological Services (WGHS); Working Group on WMO Integrated Global Observing System 

and WMO Information System (WG-WIGOS/WIS); Implementation Coordination Team on 

Service Delivery (ICT-SD); and Implementation Coordination Team on Disaster Risk Reduction 

(ICT-DRR). It also established five new pilot projects: to Develop Support for National 

Meteorological and Hydrological Services in Numerical Weather Prediction; to Share 

Information on Climate Services; to Develop Support for National Meteorological and 

Hydrological Services in the Collection and Application of Aircraft Meteorological Data Relay 

Data; to Sustain and Enhance the Capacity of National Meteorological and Hydrological 

Services (NMHSs) in the Provision of Official Weather Forecasts for Medium Range; and 

to Enhance the Seamless Provision of Regional Severe Weather Warnings and Advisories. 

 

5. The Management Group and working groups worked satisfactorily and the Pilot Projects 

were successfully implemented. 

 

6. The future working mechanism including the establishment of working groups based on 

the Regional Key Outcomes of the RA II Operating Plan will be discussed at the sixteenth 

session of the Association.  

 

Major regional events and outcomes 

 

7. During the period of the report, a number of seminars, workshops and other events 

were organized or hosted by WMO and its Members. Members of the Association actively 

participated in these events, among others: 

 

(a) Sixth Regional Conference on Management of National Meteorological and Hydrological 

Services (NMHSs) in Regional Association II (Asia) was held in Doha, Qatar, 2-3 

December 2014. This Conference made a number of important recommendations for 

NMHSs and WMO on delivery of weather, climate and water services for weather-, 
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climate- and water-related natural disasters in the Region in conjunction with 

upgrading of service delivery capability through identifying current challenges and 

future priorities;  

 

(b) Meetings of the subsidiary bodies of RA II: Working Group, Implementation and 

Coordination Team, and Task Team (WG-ICT-TT) Chairs’ Meeting on Implementation 

and Development of Strategic Operating Plan in Regional Association II (27-28 May 

2014); First meeting of RA II Working Group on Hydrological Services (WGHS)(30 

September–2 October 2014); Meeting of RA II Expert Group on Aeronautical 

Meteorological Services Delivery (EG-AeM) (10–12 November 2014); Second meeting 

of RA II Working Group on Hydrological Services (WGHS) (14–16 April 2015); Meeting 

of RA II Expert Group on Agrometeorology (EG-AgM) (9–10 November 2015); Meeting 

of RA II Expert Group on WIS (EG-WIS) (25–27 November 2015); Meeting of RA II 

Expert Group on Public Weather Services Delivery (EG-PWS) (10–11 December 2015); 

Working Group, Implementation and Coordination Team, and Task Team (WG-ICT-TT) 

Chairs’ Meeting on Strategic Planning in RA II (15–17 December 2015). 

 

WMO Regional Office for Asia and the South-West Pacific and the WMO Office for 

West Asia 

 

8. The Regional Office for Asia and the South-West Pacific, located at the WMO 

Headquarters in Geneva, has been providing effective support to NMHSs in their efforts to 

enhance their services as well as to the president, vice-president and subsidiary bodies of the 

Association in discharging their responsibilities. 

 

9. The WMO Office for West Asia, located in Manama, Bahrain has been facilitating 

implementation of WMO regional events, maintaining close contact with Members, providing 

support to meet requirements of Members in the Region and also to address WMO cross-

cutting programmes with relevant regional organizations.  

 

Missions of the president 

 

10. In his capacity as the president of RA II, Mr Adbulla Mohamed A. Al-Mannai and his 

predecessor Mr Ahmed Abdulla Mohammed (Qatar) attended the Seventeenth Congress and 

the meetings of the Executive Council, the Financial Advisory Committee and the WMO Bureau 

as well as the Meetings of Presidents of Regional Associations and joint Meetings of the 

Presidents of Regional Associations and Presidents of Technical Commissions. They also 

presided many MG meetings and Regional Conference.     

 

Future work of the Association 

 

11. High priority should be given to the implementation of the RA II Operating Plan or the 

Enhancement of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in RA II (Asia) 

2016-2019.  

 

12. High priority should also be given to the implementation of the regional WIGOS 

Implementation Plan for RA II, the regional WIS Implementation Plan for RA II. 

 

13. The quality management, cost recovery, sand and dust storms, thunderstorms and 

associated extreme weather events continue to be of great interest to Members. Members and 

WMO should give high priority to these subjects in order to be able to address the future 

challenges. 
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