
SUMMARY OF THE SPECIAL DIALOGUE ON THE COMPLEMENTARY AND 

COOPERATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR 

INSTITUTIONS TO METEOROLOGY AND HYDROLOGY 

 

1. General Information 

 Roles of Governments: 

- Keep citizens safe from hazards 

- Assign responsibility to NMHSs as the “authoritative voice” 

 Contributions of private sector: 

- Support entire value chain and economic and environmental role 

  

 Possibility of leading to confusion among the public and stakeholders with the 

multi-national companies creating forecasts/services 

 Situation differs in each country regarding the presence, level of engagement and 

regulation of how the private sector engages in the “Weather Enterprise” 

 

2. Changing Environment 

 NMHSs are now in an accelerated changing environment in terms of technological 

advances and increasing demand for more diverse services: 

- A paradigm shift for both how public and private sectors operate and serve 

the end users of their services 

 Both public and private sectors operate in rapidly changing business landscape: 

- Requiring rapid adaptation and changing behaviours from NMHSs and private 

sectors 

 

3. Why PPP is Needed 

 NMHSs enhance their efficiency by: 

- Working more closely together 

- Establishing common infrastructures  

- Sharing responsibilities 

 The private sector may contribute by: 

- Accelerate the uptake of technological innovations 

- Assist NMHSs with personalized services 

- NMHSs be benefited with innovative methods into their own operations 

- Opportunities for optimization and efficiency 

 

4. Major Concerns 

 Situation differs from country to country: 

- NMHSs with adequate budget: PPP on the basis of complementarity and 

mutual reinforcement is achievable 

- NMHSs in competition with the private sector: experience severe problems 

maintaining their basic functions, thus the competition is a major threat 

 

 Sustainability of the infrastructure in a competitive environment 

 Insufficient or only partial funding from the central budget 

 Adverse impact of active services by the private sector to the funding of NMHSs  

 Reduce the ability of the NMHSs to maintain the basic observing infrastructures 



 THUS, consideration should be given to including cost-sharing arrangements to 

ensure sustainability of basic networks and infrastructure (particular importance 

for the LDCs and SIDs) 

 

5. PPP as an Opportunity 

 Strong support for a paradigm change and for looking at the PPP concept as an 

opportunity for both sectors 

 Cooperation rather than competition 

 Mutual reinforcement and complementarity 

 Clear goal on the highest levels of community resilience and safety 

 Clear delineation of roles and responsibilities is essential 

 

6. WMO Role 

 Facilitate the PPP at regional and local levels and establish “rules of engagement.” 

 Multitude of existing and potential business models: 

- Development of international principles could be facilitated by WMO with 

interested stakeholders; 

- WMO could consider appropriate mechanisms (e.g. global summit) 

 Set the playing field by developing policies that build on the principles for private 

sector engagement globally: 

- Provide guidance to members and specifically to NMHS 

 

 

 Successful ‘win-win’ PPP require coordinated and mutually shared agreed upon 

principles and values of partnership: 

- Need to consider how the private sector might be represented in such a PPP 

process 

 Central intergovernmental decisions (e.g. Cg-XII, Cg-XIII, Cg-17) guided the data 

and product exchanges: 

- Intergovernmental decisions may need to be reviewed and updated and 

Members are strongly encouraged to consider implementing complementary 

legal or regulatory measures 


