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The weather in Germany in August 2016 
August much too dry, heatwave at the end of the month 
 
Offenbach, 30 August 2016 –– In the first three weeks of August, the extreme south of 
Germany was often affected by sultry air from the Mediterranean region. This weather 
pattern caused thunderstorms on some days and also extensive areas of rain. Low 
pressure over Scandinavia brought mainly changeable and relatively cool weather to 
the north. However, the troughs rarely reached central Germany where the weather 
was often dominated by a ridge of high pressure from the Azores, bringing dry air, 
warm days and occasionally fresh nights. At the end of the month of August, the whole 
of the country was under the influence of the high pressure system 'Gerd', which 
brought plenty of sunshine and, in some cases, unusually high temperatures. Overall, 
this made August very warm, much too dry and very sunny, as the initial analysis by 
the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations 
shows.  
 
Ground frost in places during the second ten days of the month, the warmth of 
high summer during the last ten days 
At 17.9 degrees Celsius (°C), the temperature in August was 1.4 degrees warmer than 
the average for the international reference period 1961 to 1990. Compared to the 
1981–2010 period, the deviation was +0.4 degrees. In August, the difference between 
the lowest and highest temperatures was very great. For instance, in the night of 
11 August the mercury in Nuremberg-Netzstall and Carlsfeld in the Ore Mountain range 
fell to 1.3°C. Some stations even reported slight ground frost on 11 and 18 August. In 
contrast, summer prevailed again in the last third of the month, bringing very hot 
weather. The mercury climbed to its highest level on 27 August in Saarbrücken-
Burbach, where the temperature reached 37.9°C. Since the start of the century, the last 
ten days of August have already seen such extreme temperatures in 2001, 2011, 2012 
and 2015. In the previous century, such high temperatures occurred much less fre-
quently. On 21 August 1943, for instance, a temperature of 38°C was recorded in Han-
over and, in 1944, the temperature was above 35°C in Frankfurt am Main on four days 
in succession. 
 
Rainfall was only 60 per cent of a typical August 
With around 45 litres per square metre (l/m2), precipitation in August was only 
60 per cent of the normal of 77 l/m2. Places where average August rainfall occurred 
were mainly in the southern part of Bavaria and Baden-Württemberg. These areas 
were particularly affected by the copious rainfall from the low pressure system 'Dagmar' 
on 4 and 5 August. Almost 90 l/m² fell in Oberstdorf within a 48-hour period. With 
76 l/m², the highest daily figure was recorded in Öhringen, to the east of Heilbronn, 
during a thunderstorm on 18 August. In contrast, some places from the Altmark to 
northern Hesse recorded a monthly precipitation total of less than 10 l/m². On the even-
ing of 20 August, a series of magnificent colourful rainbows appeared along the line 
from Mecklenburg to the Black Forest following a receding area of rain.  
 
A sunny August with 13 per cent more sunshine 
With 223 hours of sunshine, the figure for August was 13 per cent higher than the nor-
mal of 197 hours. The area from north Baden to Lower Bavaria had most sunshine, 
with up to 270 hours. Some places in Lower Saxony only saw 180 hours. 


